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RECENT CHANGES IN THE SPHERE OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN INDIA

Ms. Raji T.

Introduction

Domestic violence is a serious human rights violation.
Theoretically the legislative provisions favour the women, but
when it comes to practical aspects, law enforcement is not
properly executed. Societal changes and legal reforms should be
mutually linked to obtain positive results. Mostly domestic
violence seems to be a private matter rather than a social issue.
Certain matters connected with live-in relationships should
obtain clarity, though the judicial pronouncements consider it
more or less equivalent to marriage. PWDVA itself provides for
informal settlement measures, which should be made properly co-
ordinated and effective. Domestic violence against women 1s an
age old phenomenon. Women were always considered weak,
vulnerable and in a position to be exploited. Domestic violence is
defined in a comprehensive way in Sec.3 of the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA), comprising
physical, mental, verbal, emotional, sexual and economic abuse,
harassment for dowry, acts of threatening to abuse the victim or
any other person related to her.

According to United Nations, domestic violence includes
physical, sexual, and psychological violence occurring in the
family, including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the
household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital
mutilation, and other traditional practices harmful to women,
non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation.

Violence against women — particularly intimate partner
violence (IPV) and sexual violence — is a major public health
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