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5. RESTORATION POETRY 

Jithu Tom Eapen 

Assistant Professor 

 

The Restoration period in English history refers to the era 

between 1660 and about 1700 when the English monarchy was 

restored following the English Civil War and the brief republican 

rule under Oliver Cromwell. The period began with the return of 

King Charles II to the throne after his exile in France. The 

Restoration marked a significant shift in English society and 

politics, characterized by a return to monarchy, the 

reestablishment of the Church of England, and the 

reinstatement of traditional social and cultural norms after the 

turbulent years of the Civil War and the rule of Cromwell's 

Commonwealth and Protectorate. The Restoration era saw a 

flourishing of literature, theatre, and arts, with the emergence of 

new styles and genres, including Restoration comedy and 

Restoration poetry. It was also a time of political intrigue, 

religious tensions, and colonial expansion, as England began to 

assert itself as a major European power once again. 

Life in Restoration Period  

Life during the Restoration period in England (1660-1688) was 

marked by significant social, cultural, and political changes. 

Here are some key aspects of life during this time: 
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