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6. EXPLORING THE ESSENCE OF 

ROMANTIC POETRY: FEATURES, 

POETS AND LEGACY 

Neha Anne Varughese 

Assistant Professor 

 

A thing of beauty is a joy forever 

Its loveliness increases; it will never Pass into nothingness. 

– John Keats 

 

Romantic poetry is a literary movement that emerged in the late 

18th century and reached its peak in the early to mid-19th 

century, primarily in England, Germany, and France. It was a 

response to the rationalism and scientific advancements of the 

Enlightenment era, emphasizing emotion, imagination, and 

individualism. At its core, Romanticism was a movement that 

sought to liberate the individual spirit from the shackles of 

reason and conformity, embracing instead the depths of human 

emotion, imagination, and individualism. Romantic poetry 

emerged as a rebellious response to the prevailing conventions 

and norms of its time, challenging traditional literary forms, 

societal expectations, and intellectual constraints. Romantic 

poets sought to explore the complexities of human experience, 

celebrate the beauty of nature, and express profound sentiments 

such as love, longing, and despair through a language that was 

free from conventional restraints. As William Wordsworth, the 
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